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Main Street Vision Phase II

Executive Summary
Overview

The purpose of this document is to provide
an illustrative direction for the community
that encourages creative and highquality urban design along Main Street
in American Fork, Utah. This document
was authorized by the American Fork City
Council, Mountainland Association of
Governments, and the Utah Department
of Transportation. All three entities have
various roles and responsibilities in the
management of the American Fork
Main Street Vision Phase II. Overall this
document intends to

What the Design Guidelines Address
• Promote original and high-quality
•
•
•
•
•

• Provide clear objectives for those

that plan and design development
projects in downtown American Fork
• Promote a pedestrian and motoristfriendly atmosphere

•

urban design of the corridor
Enhance the existing character and
historical attributes of downtown
Develop guidelines for Main Street
improvements to be implemented as
future projects develop
Identify sustainable and timeless
design principles
Promote a sense of place for the
downtown business core and
residents
Increase the awareness of design
considerations among American
Fork residents
Maintain and enhance property values
within downtown American Fork

Zoning codes address the buildings and
types of land uses in the downtown corridor
that are allowed in particular areas. They also
address the intensity of the development. On
the other hand, the design guidelines in this
document focus on the character and visual
elements of the Main Street corridor and
the circulation of pedestrians and motorists.
The intent of the study and the following
guidelines is to create a more business- and
pedestrian-friendly downtown that entices
business owners to stay and redevelop
the downtown area. The guidelines provide
design concepts and the tools needed for
the stakeholders to implement the vision for
the future development of American Fork
Main Street.
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PURPOSE
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Chapter 1: Purpose of the American
Fork Main Street Vision Phase II
History

In 2010, American Fork City (City) and local businesses initiated a
study to develop a vision for American Fork Main Street (See Figure
1.1). The original vision included transit options, raised medians, and
landscaping along Main Street and 100 North/Pacific Drive.
In 2015, the City initiated Phase II to refine the previous plan for Main
Street and develop a concept that can be incorporated with Utah
Department of Transportation (UDOT) road projects or built in phases
as funding allows.

Purpose

The purpose of American Fork Main Street Vision Phase II is to create
a concept plan with a cohesive design theme that incorporates the
following elements:

• a modern boulevard with sustainable landscaping, lighting, and
site features;

• transportation alternatives that enhance traffic flow and improve
safety; and

• a project budget with a proposed schedule.

Figure 1.1 Main Street is ideally situated as a primary route to several communities
in Utah County. Transforming the corridor into a pleasant, pedestrian friendly route will
help attract people to the downtown area.
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Design Theme

To develop a corridor-wide design theme, the design team
incorporated three design parameters into the Vision: steel, music,
and history.
Steel: American Fork residents love the annual Steel Days. The
parade—one of the biggest in Utah—is the heart of the week-long
activities. The Main Street Vision takes this event into account and
will not impede, hinder, or otherwise impact the parade; rather, the
vision will enhance, improve, and celebrate American Fork City (See
Figure 1.2).
Music: Residents of American Fork identify with music. The Alpine
Stake Tabernacle at 110 East and Main Street has a history of
hosting musical events. In addition, the American Fork High School
marching band is one of the best in the country. When people think
of American Fork, they think music (See Figure 1.3).
History: The Bank of American Fork, built in 1911, and the Alpine
Stake Tabernacle, completed in 1914, are icons in this community
(See Figure 1.4). Between these two buildings, a string of historic
buildings and facades front the American Fork Main Street. The Main
Street Vision incorporates the architecture of these structures into the
gateways, the light poles, the art work, and other design elements
that will be implemented throughout the corridor.

Top to Bottom: Figure 1.2 Thousands of spectators line Main Street to watch the
American Fork Steel Days parade. Figure 1.3 American Fork High School’s marching
band is well known for their music, having performed in the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Parade and the Tournament of Roses Parade. Figure 1.4 Several historic buildings
along Main Street, like the Alpine Stake Tabernacle, add character to downtown.
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Chapter 2: Streetscape Design
Downtown Zones

The two transition areas and the 100 East area lead motorists into
the heart of the City; drivers come east and west from two I-15 exits
and from US-89 and south from 100 East. The transition areas lead
motorists from the freeway exits to Main Street. 100 East connects
the northern communities of Highland and Alpine into downtown
American Fork.

For the Main Street Vision Phase II plan, Main Street was divided into
three areas of focus for the purpose of prioritizing the implementation
of the plan (See Figure 2.1):
1. Downtown Core Area (Main Street from 200 West to 200 East)
2. Transition Areas

• West (Main Street from 500 West to 200 West)
• East (Main Street from 200 East to 500 East)

100 East

Tran
s

ition

Eas

t

500 East

Downtown Core Area
Center Street

Transition West
200 West

State St.

3. 100 East Area (Main Street to 100 North)

200 East

Implementing the Main Street Vision Phase II will help the City
accomplish its goal of revitalizing the downtown area during the next
several years.

Figure 2.1 Main Street was divided into three segments for the American Fork Main Street Vision Phase II. Traffic enters the area along various routes and from various
communities surrounding American Fork.
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Downtown Core

The four blocks between 200 West and 200 East front the majority of businesses on Main
Street and were determined to be American Fork’s downtown core. Most of the design for
the Main Street Vision Phase II focused on this area because it was viewed as the greatest
catalyst for revitalizing Main Street. In general, the area needs lighting, landscaping, and
parking improvements.
Few trees grow in this area, and the ones that do have not been well maintained. Over the
years, many trees along the corridor died and were not replaced. The on-street parking is an
extension of Main Street traffic lanes with no delineation in pavement materials to differentiate
between the traffic lanes and the parking. Drivers who park along the street have little room to
exit their vehicles on the driver’s side, increasing the potential for accidents (See Figure 2.2).

Figure 2.2 Bank of American Fork (photo left) was a key player in the initial Vision process. In 2014, the bank
renovated and restored the original location on the corner of Center and Main Street. Building the proposed Phase II
elements will improve safety and transform Main Street into a more inviting downtown.
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Road Cross Section: Downtown Core

The existing cross section on Main Street is typically 75 feet wide from curb to curb. The
design will use this same cross section to improve and beautify downtown.

Sidewalks

Currently, sidewalk widths vary from 10 to 14 feet. The typical sidewalk width on the north
side of the street is approximately 13 feet, and the typical sidewalk width on the south side of
the street is 11 feet (See Figure 2.3). In the Main Street Vision Phase II, the sidewalks on both
sides of Main Street will be 10 feet wide.

13 ft. - 14 ft.

75’ (CURB TO
CURB)

10 ft. - 11 ft.

Figure 2.3 The existing sidewalks on Main Street are different widths. Phase II proposes to make them the same width and increase the parking area.
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On-Street Parking

To create a more balanced Main Street with more space for on-street parking, the width of the
sidewalks were reduced in the design to 10 feet on both sides. By reducing the width of the
sidewalks, on-street parking will be increased from 7 feet to 9 feet (8 feet of paving material with
a 1 foot concrete band separating the pavers from the asphalt). The additional 2 feet for the onstreet parking will create safer parking conditions for drivers and passengers who are getting in
and out of their vehicles (See Figure 2.4).

10 ft.

9 ft.

12 ft.

11 ft.

11 ft.

11 ft.

12 ft.

9 ft.

10 ft.

75 ft.
95 ft.
Figure 2.4 Phase II proposes to widen the on-street parking area and add landscape and hardscape elements to enhance Main Street.
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Hardscape Elements
Stamped Asphalt and Pavers

Current hardscape materials on Main Street include asphalt and
concrete. To create a more visually appealing corridor and differentiate
usage, stamped asphalt will be used at intersection crosswalks
and interlocking pavers in the sidewalks (See Figure 2.5 and 2.6).
The crosswalk treatments will differentiate the look of the asphalt
and create a safer environment for pedestrians. The combination of
various hardscape materials within the 10-foot walkway, as well as
added landscape bump-outs, will create pedestrian interest. In the
new sidewalk areas, a 4-foot strip of interlocking pavers will break
up the expanse of the concrete. This paver strip will run through the
center of the walkway, encouraging pedestrians to walk in the middle
of the sidewalk.
Due to UDOT maintenance concerns, concrete pavers are not
permitted for crosswalks across Main Street. On Main Street, only
allowable surface treatments (such as grooved-in thermoplastic
reflective tape or colored asphalt) may be used inside the crosswalk
lines. However, pavers may be used for the side street crosswalks
because they are within the City’s jurisdiction, and pavers can be
used for the on-street parking areas. The crosswalk lines will most
likely be grooved-in thermoplastic markings to prevent tearing by
snow plows.
myasphaltdr.wordpress.com

The pavers used for on-street parking areas is intended to reduce the
overall width and expanse of asphalt across the roadway profile. This
will improve safety and comfort for those parking along the curb.

Top to Bottom: Figure 2.5 To create a more visually appealing corridor and to
differentiate usage, stamped asphalt or interlocking concrete pavers are proposed
at intersection crosswalks and in the middle of the sidewalks. Figure 2.6 Stamped
asphalt or in-laid reflective tape, such as those pictured above, will help improve the
visibility of crosswalks.
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Curb Bump Outs

At all intersection corners and some mid-block areas, curb bump-outs
are proposed to encompass the 9-foot widths of the on-street parking
areas. These will create space for landscape and also add visual interest
to the asphalt. The bump outs will not reduce the width of the travel
lanes; instead, the roadway will feel more narrow, which can slow traffic
and create more planter space for landscape materials, such as grasses,
shrubs, and trees. These bump out areas on Main Street from 200 West
to 200 East will reduce the number of on-street parking spaces from 96 to
75. The advantages of creating a more interesting and visually appealing
streetscape, as well as safer on-street parking, will outweigh the loss of a
few parking stalls. In addition, the bump outs will help drivers feel like their
vehicles are not obstructing the street.
hazenandsayer.com
Figure 2.7 Curb cuts at each bump out will allow storm water to flow into the
landscape areas.

At each bump out, curb cuts will be made to allow for storm water to flow
into the landscape areas, naturally capturing rainwater (See Figure 2.7).
The collection of rainwater will augment irrigation water and ensure that the
proposed landscape areas are well maintained.

Fencing

Colonial style fencing will be used at each bump-out around the
landscaped areas. The fencing can be removed during the winter months
to reduce the risk of being damaged by snow plows that toss snow onto
the sidewalks and curb bump outs. These small fences will be no taller
than 18 inches. They will also provide another way to separate the sidewalk
and the roadway. Decorative fences such as these are visually appealing
and will complement the surrounding landscape (See Figure 2.8).

kmart.com
Figure 2.8 Decorative fencing will add visual appeal to the landscaped
areas.
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Walls

Walls that are 18-inches tall will be placed at the corners of each
intersection to separate the roadway from the sidewalk and to create
a safer area for pedestrians who are waiting to cross the street. The
walls should not be constructed too close to the roadway since
these features will not be able to be moved.
anchorblock.com

The ends of each wall will be capped with a column that is slightly
taller than the wall. All walls will be faced with rock or stone. A top
cap will be placed on the stone wall to give pedestrians a place to sit
(See Figures 2.9 and 2.10). The columns in the walls will hold lights
to illuminate the plants in the adjacent planting beds.

coloradolandscapedesign.com
Figures 2.9 and 2.10 These short walls (18 inches) create separation from the
roadway and promote a feeling of safety for pedestrians. They will create places for
pedestrians to sit.
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Streetscape Furnishings
Trash Receptacle and Benches

Street furniture, trash receptacle, or benches can be placed on either side of Main Street and
in the bump-out areas at the street corners (See Figure 2.11 and 2.12). These furnishings will
add to the pedestrian-friendly atmosphere in downtown. All street furniture will need to be built to
withstand the harsh Utah climates and be easy to clean, repair, and replace, as necessary.

canterburyintl.com

what-we-have-wrought.com

Left to Right: Figure 2.11 Well-made and maintained trash cans will encourage patrons to keep Main Street clean. Figure 2.12 Benches placed in appropriate locations will
help make Main Street more pedestrian-friendly.

Chapter 2: Streetscape Design | 12

Main Street Vision Phase II

Artwork

Art pieces within the bump-out areas and along the sidewalk will create a new experience for
Main Street pedestrians. Bronzed, life-size statues of musicians playing various instruments
will reflect the deep tradition of music within American Fork City. These art pieces will remind
local residents and guests that music defines this town in many ways (See Figures 2.13 and
2.14). Since statues will not be moveable, the pieces should be placed far enough from the
road to not create a conflict with snow removal.

janrmiesse.com
Figures 2.13 and 2.14 Bronze art
pieces such as these pictured will add
a unique element to Main Street. Art
pieces are proposed to be placed at key
locations in the downtown area.

alibaba.com
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Lighting

Lighting will enhance the look and feel of Main Street (See Figure 2.15). In the four block
area of 200 East to 200 West, two types of street lighting are proposed:

•

24-foot, colonial style, powder-coated light poles with a pendant light are planned to be
placed at all intersection corners (pending UDOT approval); and

•

a smaller 18-foot acorn style light should be spaced every 50 feet between
intersections, between the taller light poles.

The varying heights of the lamps will create a vibrant look and feel along Main Street.
The light poles can be built to hold banners for upcoming City events or for seasonal
decorations. Hanging flower pots can also be hung from the lamp posts to add color and
texture beyond the planters placed at ground level.

Figure 2.15 Smaller street lamps are proposed for the downtown
core. Taller lamps are proposed for the transition areas and at
each intersection. Installing decorative street lamps, like the ones
pictured here, will provide a pleasant feature to Main Street and
flexibility to promote seasons or City events.
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Shared Light Pole

A lighting option where two pendant lights share
the same pole was also explored as a viable
lighting solution along the Main Street downtown
core area (See Figure 2.16). These types of poles
have been used in other city streetscapes.
By using two pendant lights on one pole and
reducing the number of vertical poles used
overall, the cost of lighting could be reduced.
However, implementing this concept would mean
less variety in lamp styles, since the same light
would be used on each arm.

Figure 2.16 The shared light pole is another option to light the Main Street corridor.
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Pergolas

Three pergolas, built of steel and powder-coated white, are
proposed to be built throughout the downtown core at the following
locations (See Figures 2.17 and 2.18):

pinterest.com

•

the north side of Main Street in front of the American Fork
administration building;

•

the south side of Main Street in front of Tangie’s Restaurant; and

•

the north side of Main Street, adjacent to the existing pocket park.

The pergolas at the City building and at Tangie’s will be built into
the extra space created by the curb bump-outs. The pergola at the
pocket park will span the sidewalk, allowing pedestrians to pass
under, and will serve as a small gateway for those using the future
mid-block to cross directly into the pocket park (See Figure 2.19).
The pergolas will provide seating and shade and will create a sense
of separation and safety from the adjacent roadway.
Lighting could be attached to the pergola structures. Lamps
attached to the posts (as shown in Figure 2.17) are small details but
will add character to the structures and reinforce the colonial theme
of the downtown corridor. Lamps could also be placed on top of the
columns at corner intersections to connect all of the different design
elements. Pergola cross supports will provide a natural place for
hanging flower pots.

pinterest.com
Top to Bottom: Figures 2.17 and 2.18 Pergolas, like those pictured above, will
create a beautiful entry feature to Main Street.
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AF Building

Center Street

Pergola 1

Pergola 2

Tangie’s

Pocket
Park
Center Street

Pergola 3

Figure 2.19 As shown in the map above, three pergolas are proposed along the Main Street corridor: one at the City administration building, one at Tangie’s Cafe, and one at
the small park on the north side of Main Street between Center Street and 100 West.
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In the transition areas, the majority of the parkstrip areas have
inconsistent landscaping, with turf in some areas. These areas should
be consistent. By following design guidelines, the City can make the
landscape of the transition areas consistent with the landscape in the

downtown core area. Additional trees will need to be added in the
transition areas to separate the sidewalk from the road. Street lights
will need to be added to the area, with each light spaced 150 feet
from the next. The street lights will be 24-feet tall and match those
placed in the downtown core area. Flower pots as well as banners
can be added to the light poles for additional visual interest (See
Figure 2.21).

Transition Area

200 West

State St.

Main Street

Tra
n

500 East

The transition areas are located on the west and east ends of Main
Street (See Figure 2.20). The improvements to the transition areas are
secondary to the improvements in the downtown core area.

200 East

Transition Areas

siti

on

Are

a

Figure 2.20 Each transition area covers a three-block segment of Main Street and State Street where features lead into and out of the downtown core.
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10 ft.

8 ft.

12 ft.

12 ft.

12 ft.

12 ft.

12 ft.

8 ft.

10 ft.

76 ft.
98 ft.
Figure 2.21 In the transition areas, the roadway lane configurations and widths will remain the same as they are today. Landscape and street lamps will be added.
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100 East (Main Street to 100 North)

The section of 100 East from Main Street to 100 North was another area that
was considered for streetscape treatment in the Vision (See Figure 2.22). This
section of road is recognized by many as a main access point into downtown
American Fork and should have a similar look and feel to Main Street. Two
gateway towers have been proposed at the northwest and northeast corners
of the 100 North and 100 East intersection. Sidewalk treatments in this area
should match the downtown core. The sidewalks should be 10-foot walkways
(if possible) that are differentiated by pavers in the center of the sidewalk. The
lighting in this section will also match the new lights that will be placed along
Main Street.

100 North

100 East

Center Street

Main Street

Figure 2.22 UDOT is planning to widen 100 East from Main Street to 300 North. Including design plans to improve aesthetics in the 100 East transition area will help get this
area built earlier than expected.
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Road Cross Section: 100 East

The roadway cross section in Figure 2.23 shows the improved lighting that will match the
downtown core. These lights will be spaced slightly further apart, with 150 feet between each
light. The addition of a 3- to 4-foot retaining wall on the east side of the street will allow for a 10foot sidewalk that matches the west side of 100 East (See Figure 2.24). The wall will also give
the roadway profile a more balanced feel, similar to what is proposed for the Main Street design.
Two clock towers are proposed on the corners of 100 East and 100 North (See Figure 2.25).
The towers will make 100 East a gateway for those traveling from the north into American Fork.
They will provide an invitation into the downtown core area to augment the gateways proposed
at the west and east entrances of Main Street (See Figure 2.26).

3 ft.-4 ft.
(Wall)
3 ft.

4 ft.

3 ft. 2 ft.

2 ft. 3 ft.

4 ft.

3 ft. 1 ft.

From Left to Right: Figure 2.23 This section view of 100 East shows the divided sidewalk and the lighting treatments. Figure 2.24 A retaining wall is proposed for the east
side of 100 East. Sidewalk widths and wall may be subject to change.
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150 ft.
Street light spacing

Gateway towers

10 ft.
Sidewalk

12 ft.

12 ft.

12 ft.

12 ft.

60 ft.
Curb to curb total street width
84 ft.
Total road and sidewalks

12 ft.

10 ft.
Sidewalk

Figure 2.25 Two clock towers will be placed on the corners of 100 East and 100 North to make this street another gateway into downtown American Fork (sidewalk widths
subject to change).
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Retaining walls will be 3- to 4-feet
tall to allow for 10-foot sidewalks
4-foot interlocking
pavers will be placed in
the center strip
Stamped
asphalt pattern

The turf grass between the
wall and parking will remain

o

Proposed gateway
tower locations

Figure 2.26 Incorporating the features proposed in the Vision for 100 East into UDOT’s design plans will help save costs and accelerate when these elements are built.
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Design Guidelines

A streetscape that is built properly, with quality materials, and has a
consistent appearance is necessary to creating a pedestrian-friendly
environment that invites people into downtown American Fork. If the
aesthetic treatments are built in phases, adhering to the guidelines
listed below will be vital to ensure that the site features are compatible
with the surrounding hardscape elements and colonial theme.
Maintaining consistent hardscape features in the downtown core area
Structure Type
Walls

•
•
•
•
•

Sidewalks

•
•
•
•

Street Lights

•

will contribute to the distinctive character desired for Main Street. A
combination of pavers, lighting, and planter boxes will add variety
and texture to the street and enhance the public’s experience and
encourage them to spend time downtown. These features must
be built out of durable material to withstand Utah’s harsh climate.
As such, American Fork will need to ensure repairs to hardscape
elements due to vehicle crashes or vandalism are paid for (in-part or
wholly) by the associated insurance organizations (See Table 2.1).

Guidelines
Walls will be 18-inches tall to provide seating
Rebar will be required to reinforce walls and footings
Wall columns will be 3 to 6 inches taller than the walls
Walls will be faced with stone or brick and have a top cap for seating
Sidewalks will have a center band of interlocking pavers or colored
concrete to differentiate the main walking area from areas that will
have benches, trash receptacles, and art pieces
Dublin Cobble, an elegant, time-worn paver with tumbled edges, is
one possible option for sidewalk pavers (See Appendix A)
Sidewalk widths must be 10 feet on both the north and south sides
of Main Street to create a balanced roadway profile
Sidewalk subgrades should be compacted to reduce settlement
Street lights will be such that banners and hanging pots can be
attached to them
Street lighting along the downtown core will consist of two types of
street lamps:
• 24-foot poles with pendant style lamps
• 18-foot poles with acorn style lamps

Maintenance/Life Expectancy
•

Rock/stone/brick facia as well as
capstones should be checked annually
to ensure they are secured properly

•

Sidewalk pavers should be inspected
annually to ensure they are interlocked
Any cracked or loose pavers should be
replaced as soon as possible
Sidewalk pavers and concrete should
be cleaned and sealed regularly

•
•

•

•
•

Banners and hanging pots should be
inspected regularly to ensure they are
fastened securely to lamp poles
Light bulbs will need to be replaced
promptly
Lamp poles should be inspected
regularly for vandalism and repaired as
needed

Table 2.1 Streetscape Design Guidelines
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Structure Type
Planter Beds

Moveable
Containers

Guidelines

•

Landscape fencing bordering the planter beds should be no more
than 18-inches tall

•

Planters should be easy to move for City events, street cleaning, or
during the winter
Planter containers must not be larger than 4-feet wide to leave ample
room for pedestrian movement along sidewalks
Planters large enough for small trees must be engineered so that the
bottom can be moved securely with mechanical equipment
Planting soil used in containers should receive a higher mulch
content in the soil mixture to reduce the weight of the container
Main Street crosswalks should be differentiated from asphalt paving
with colored and stamped asphalt or grooved-in thermoplastic tape
Crosswalks on side streets should be differentiated from asphalt
paving with either interlocking pavers or colored and stamped asphalt
A 12-inch wide, white band of paint should border both sides of
the paver treatment at all crosswalks to further contrast the roadway
asphalt and the crosswalk
Art pieces will reflect the music tradition of American Fork City
Art pieces will be displayed in sitting areas, specifically at intersection
corners in curb bump-outs areas where there is ample room
All art pieces must be anchored securely into a pedestal or directly
into the concrete
All curb bump-outs must have curb cuts to allow for storm water to
be harvested into landscape areas
Curbing must be a minimum of 6 inches in height
On-street parking areas will be 9 feet wide
Parking will include 8 feet of interlocking pavers with a 1-foot
concrete band to separate the pavers from the asphalt
Holland Stone is one option for the parking areas that can be used in
an array of patterns (e.g., herringbone or basketweave)

•
•
•
•

Crosswalks

Artwork

Curbing

On-Street
Parking

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Maintenance/Life Expectancy
If fencing is not permanent, it should be
removed and stored during the winter
Fencing should be inspected regularly
for damage and repaired as needed
Containers must be inspected regularly
for cracks and vandalism so that they
can be repaired as soon as possible
During events where containers need
to be moved, storage areas must be
planned and provided for so that these
plants are safe and out of the way

•

Painted white bands should be
inspected regularly to ensure they
maintain a distinct separation between
asphalt and crosswalk

•

Art pieces should be regularly inspected
for vandalism and repaired immediately

•

At least two curb cuts must be made
along each bump-out to ensure storm
water is harvested into landscape areas

•
•

Life span of pavers is 15 to 20 years
Pavers in on-street parking areas should
be inspected every 5 to 7 years and
repaired as needed

Table 2.1 Streetscape Design Guidelines
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Structure Type

•
Transition Zones

•
•

Pergolas

•

Guidelines
Landscape treatments that reflect the proposed downtown core
landscape will be incorporated into the existing turf park strip
To create a more uniform and consistent canopy between the
sidewalk and the road, additional street trees will be added
Street lighting in all transition zones will match the 24-foot colonial
light poles in the downtown core area with a spacing of 150 feet
Pergolas are recommended to be powder coated white steel to
reduce maintenance costs and to reflect the overall colonial theme

Maintenance/Life Expectancy

•

For transition zone maintenance, refer to
landscape and street light sections

•

Pergolas should be inspected regularly
for vandalism and weathering and
repaired as needed

Table 2.1 Streetscape Design Guidelines
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Chapter 3: Gateway Design
Clock Towers

Currently, American Fork Main Street has no specified entry points.
Placing a larger-scale vertical element at the entry point will welcome
resident and visitors to the City.
Two, large, clock tower gateway options are proposed. The colonialthemed tower concepts vary in height, one at 35 feet and one at 45
feet. The towers would be on both sides of the road at three different
locations throughout the Main Street corridor:

•
•
•

Main Street and 450 West;
Main Street and 200 East; and

These locations have adequate space for the towers and will have
the greatest impact as sentinels to the City. The presence of these
large, iconic gateway towers would help define the City’s downtown
core and create a strong identity and visual cue for drivers and
pedestrians who are in downtown American Fork.
Aside from the clock that sits atop the structure, these towers could
display American flags, the City’s founding date, historical interpretive
signs, and bells. Banners could be hung across the street to
showcase different events popular throughout the year, such as
American Fork’s Steel Days.

100 East, just north of 100 North (See Figure 3.1).

Figure 3.1 Gateway towers would be located at three locations: (1) at 450 West, (2 or 3) near 200 East, and (4) at the intersection of 100 East and 100 North.
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Option A (Recommended Option)

American
flag

Tower Option A has four columns that form arches
that support the base of the clock (See Appendix A).
Above the clock is a dome that displays an American
flag. Each base column could have interpretive signs
mounted to the stone or brick that explain the founding
and history of the City.

Clock
35 ft.

Materials such as stone, brick, and wood would be
used to construct the tower (See Figure 3.2). Materials
used in neighboring buildings should be considered
for use in the tower to ensure that the structures are
complementary in style and character.

City birth
year

A sitting area with landscaping, including trees, shrubs,
and grasses, will give the structure a sense of scale
and also help transition its large height to ground level.

Open
arches
Lanterns

Based on a lower construction cost as well as a higher
favorable response by the design team, Option A
gateway is recommended.

Interpretive
signs
Sitting
space
Landscape
Figure 3.2 Gateway tower Option A has a four-column, open air
tower that would welcome residents and visitors to American Fork
City.
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American flag

Option B

Tower Option B has a more solid base but also
contains the option for a pedestrian tunnel, such as
the existing tunnels found in bridges in nearby Draper
City (See Appendix A). These tunnels create an
interesting sense of passage and arrival.

Liberty bell
45’

The clock is fixed in the middle portion of this tower
and a bell hangs from the top dome inside of an open
archway. The city birth year would be fixed directly
below the clock on all four sides. Interpretive signage
could be mounted to the inside of the wall with display
lighting (See Figure 3.3).

Clock
City birth year

Lanterns
Interpretive
signs
Sitting space
Landscape
Figure 3.3 The tunnel within a solid-base tower in Option B would
create a sense of passage into the City.
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Design Guidelines

Unique gateway features will help define the City’s downtown core
and create a strong visual cue for drivers and pedestrians who are
entering downtown American Fork. Construction of these towers
Structure

Guidelines

•
•
•
Towers

should be consistent with the overall proposed colonial theme for the
Main Street corridor. Materials used to build these gateways should
be similar to other buildings in downtown (See Table 3.1).

•
•
•
•

•

Gateway towers should be tall enough to stand apart from
surrounding buildings to create a sense of entry into downtown
Stone and brick that is used to construct the towers should be
consistent with surrounding buildings and maintain the colonial style
•
theme
All towers will have the year of the City’s founding on at least two
sides so that if can be seen by oncoming traffic
All towers will have means by which seasonal banners can be
•
secured and possibly spanned across the roadway
Landscaping elements should surround the base area to soften,
give scale, and ground the towers
•
Proper lighting will be installed to showcase the clock and the City’s
founding year
Interpretive signage will be fixed to the base or the columns

Maintenance/Life Expectancy
The gateway towers will need to be inspected
yearly to ensure no damage has occurred that
may compromise the safety of pedestrians
passing by or through the towers
Surface materials, such as rock or stone facia,
should be inspected for damage, such as
cracking or mortar failure, so that it can be
repaired quickly
The clock and the lighting should be checked
regularly to ensure that they are working
properly
Any landscape planters around the base of
the gateway towers will need to be maintained
regularly so that they complement the gateway
structures

Table 3.1 Tower Guidelines
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Chapter 4: Landscape Design
Landscape Features

Several years ago, trees were planted along the Main Street
sidewalks. Over the years, these trees died due to poor maintenance,
no irrigation, and lack of funding. Today, the few trees and little
landscaping that remain along Main Street are not well maintained.
Irrigation, if any, is done by hand.
The new downtown will include the addition of planter boxes, trees,
and flowering pots that are built of durable materials to withstand the
varying climates associated with Utah. Incorporating irrigation systems

into all boxes, hanging planters, and other planter areas will ensure
that all new landscape will remain healthy.
The planter boxes and landscape beds will be positioned at the
intersections so that pedestrians can feel somewhat isolated from
ongoing traffic. Grasses, shrubs, and other colorful perennials will
provide added interest to the streetscape as well as complement the
new hardscape paver treatment (See Figure 4.1).

18 inch Landscape Walls
Small trees
Art pieces
Planter boxes
Sitting benches

Figure 4.1 Adding landscape features in the curb bump outs will soften the intersection and create a sense of separation from Main Street.
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Trees

Adding the right combinations of
plants and trees to the sidewalk area
will provide texture and color to the
corridor throughout the year. Trees that
are columnar in shape will best suit the
narrow streetscape (See Figure 4.2).
These types of trees will provide some
shade and allow pedestrians to pass by
without having to duck under branches.
Trees will be spaced so that businesses
will remain visible from the road. The
trees will also help to serve as a buffer
from the busy roadway.
To minimize root damage to sidewalks
and pavement, mechanisms to force
deep root growth will need to be used.

Figure 4.2 Colorful columnar trees along the streetscape will provide shade and create a buffer from the street.
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Landscape Bump Outs

Taking back some of the asphalt at intersections and
adding landscape within extended curb bump outs will add
dramatically to the overall streetscape aesthetic. The bump
outs will help conceal on-street parking from within the
roadway. Although the overall roadway profile has not been
compromised, these landscape bump outs will serve to
calm traffic throughout the downtown core area. The harsh
transition between sidewalk and roadway that currently exists
along Main Street will be softened with the use of landscape
(See Figure 4.3).
activerain.com

flickr.com

Flowering Pots

Flowering pots along the sidewalk as well as pots hung from
street poles will bring another dimension to the streetscape
(See Figure 4.4). Flowering pots have been used in Utah
cities such as Vernal and Ogden.

Clockwise from Left to Right: Figure 4.3 Using a combination of shrubs,
grasses, and perennials, will add color and variety to the curb bump outs.
Figure 4.4 Flowering pots and hanging pots can be used to further
enhance the color of Main Street from spring through fall.
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Design Guidelines

Landscape plants and trees soften the feel of the streetscape and
add texture and color for much of the year. They also help create
a pedestrian-friendly environment for the downtown core. Where
possible, plants should be native and perennial. Trees, which are
proposed to line Main Street, should grow well in alkaline soils and
Feature

•
•
•
•
Trees

•
•
•
•

•
Grasses/
Annuals/
Perennials

•
•

withstand the salt and brine solutions applied to Main Street during
the winter months. Using irrigation lines in the planter boxes and
the hanging planters will help keep plants healthy and vibrant while
reducing the need to water the plants by hand (See Table 4.1).

Guidelines
Columnar oaks and Sweetgum trees are recommended for downtown
•
The species should be consistent throughout the downtown core or at
least patterned between two species
Trees will be concentrated mostly at the intersections with a few trees
placed along mid-block stretches to not block store fronts
Before trees are planted, they will need to be staked with two to three
•
1.5-inch wide, 8-foot long plastic, cloth, or rubber stakes that are driven
into the hole on the side from which the prevailing winds come
Trees should be planted at least 20 feet from utility poles
Trees should be planted at least 3 feet from any hardscape or curbing
to ensure adequate space for root growth and possible trunk flare
•
Trees planted near the pergolas should be planted with proper spacing
so that the mature trees do not conflict with the structures
Depending on the type of native soils found prior to planting, soil
amendments may need to be added to ensure proper drainage and
conditions that will allow for the best growth of the trees
Grasses placed along the back of seat walls will soften the hardscape
elements
Ornamental grasses are recommended in areas behind the proposed
seat walls to soften the wall and provide a false backing for those sitting
on the wall
Plant spacing and selection should be such that bed areas look full and
have a variety of color and texture

•
•
•
•

Maintenance/Life Expectancy
Although columnar trees have been
selected, pruning should be performed
regularly to ensure that branches do
not inhibit pedestrians from using the
sidewalks
Trees should be inspected yearly for
any damage caused by snow removal,
disease, lack of water, or any other blight
that may prohibit them from growing in
natural form and design
Plant materials such as leaves and twigs
that drop due to seasonal changes or
severe wind and weather should be
cleaned up occasionally to maintain a
clean streetscape
Cool season grasses, such as feather
reed grass, should be cut back to 6
inches in late winter or early spring
Planter areas should be weeded as
necessary to keep plants healthy
Plants should be fertilized as necessary
Flowers in hanging pots will need to be
watered by hand regularly

Table 4.1 Landscape Design
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Feature

Guidelines

•

Irrigation

•

Irrigation systems must be in place prior to landscape installation to
ensure that plants maintain their natural form and appearance

•

Maintenance
Irrigation drip lines and emitters should be
checked yearly to prevent obstructions
and ensure proper water flow to plants
Irrigation systems should be cleaned
yearly by opening flushing valves in the
main line, sub-main lines, or laterals while
under pressure to push out any pollutants
and prevent lines from freezing during the
winter months

Table 4.1 Landscape Design
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Chapter 5: Robinson Park
Robinson Park

Robinson Park is located directly between the
American Fork Public Library to the south and Main
Street to the north (See Figure 5.1). Integrated within
the park today are historic pioneer era buildings and
the American Fork Senior Center located on the west
side of the park. To the east of Robinson Park sits
the Alpine Tabernacle, which has been a fixture for
northern Utah County since 1914.

100 East

Main Street

The park is an integral part of the downtown core
area, providing an open space for play amidst the
hustle and bustle of Main Street. In July, the park
provides the venue for the Steel Days carnival and a
play area for children.
Phase II of the Main Street Vision proposes adding
features to Robinson Park to enhance its usability and
invite more families into the downtown area. These
changes would require relocating the Steel Days
Carnival to another park within American Fork City.

Figure 5.1 Robinson Park is ideally located in the downtown core area.
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Splash Pad & Ice Skating Rink

As an addition to the Main Street Vision Phase II, the City discussed
replacing the playground at Robinson Park with a splash pad (See
Figure 5.2) and relocating the playground. The splash pad would
be converted into an ice skating rink during the winter months. City
representatives and business owners believe a splash pad will create
a gathering place and increase the number of patrons, especially
families, to downtown throughout the year.
With its proximity to Main Street businesses, Robinson park can
become a catalyst for increasing revenue for local businesses and
inviting new businesses to locate within Main Street’s downtown
core. Provo City saw similar benefits with the addition of a splash
pad at the city park, located at the corner of 500 West and Provo
Center Street. The splash pad is now a huge attraction for families
during the hot summer months in Utah (See Figure 5.3).
For the Main Street Vision Phase II, two concepts were developed
to show a sunken splash pad centrally located in the park that could
be used as an ice skating rink in the winter. Both concepts were
designed to preserve most of the existing mature trees in the park.

rideuta.com

Top to Bottom: Figure 5.2 If a splash pad is installed, the play ares will be moved to
a different location within the park. Figure 5.3 Pioneer Park Splash Pad was a huge
success when it opened in 2014.
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Park Concept

The concept for Robinson park includes a large splash area in the center of the park in the
shape of an oval (See Figures 5.4 and 5.5). In this concept, the play area will be moved to an
existing open turf area southeast of the splash pad. The existing pavilion structure will remain
in the same place. The corner treatment at Main Street and 100 east will be circular. Short
landscape walls will hide the signal boxes. A large art piece could be placed near the landscape
walls, or other existing statues could be moved to the corner to be more visible. The large
existing open turf space east of the senior center would remain the same.
Two steps (18-inches wide and 6-inches tall) would allow for sitting on the perimeter of the
splash area and allow the area to be filled with water and frozen for ice skating during the winter.

Figure 5.4 Concept 2 includes an oval pad. With the play area closer to 100 East and the library, a small fence can be placed to improve security.
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Play Area

Existing Signal Boxes

Existing Pavilion
Existing Sign
Splash Pad/
Ice Rink
Library
Open Turf Area
Existing Trees

Senior Center

Fire Pits

Figure 5.5 The splash pad would have steps for seating and to allow the area to be used as an ice skating rink in the winter.
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Design Guidelines

The splash pad improvements proposed at Robinson Park can
provide a unique element to draw families into the downtown area. Any
modifications will need to preserve as much of the existing landscape
Feature

•
•
•
•
Splash Pad

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ice Skating
Rink

Park

•
•
•
•
•

as possible and should be consistent with the landscape and
hardscape features recommended for Main Street (See Table 5.1).

Guidelines
Aquatic play features within the splash pad should be climb resistant to ensure
user safety
Play components should be designed to stimulate children’s imaginations as
well as their senses of sight, hearing, and touch
The splash area should be designed to accommodate a variety of age groups
Aquatic play features are recommended to have some design themes that
reflect the City’s character (e.g., a squirting trombone)
The splash pad area should have a variety of water play types, such as inground flush mounts, above grade towers or buckets, or interactive play
Restrooms for changing and showering should be considered as an addition
to the park pavilion adjacent to the splash pad area
Drinking fountains and additional seating for viewing are recommended
The splash pad area will be approximately 5,000 square feet
The splash pad should accommodate 150 to 200 people and provide 20 to
25 water play components
Water should be recycled to minimize water usage
Signage should be displayed near the splash pad to explain water play rules
Drainage areas will need to be capped to be able to flood the pad area when
it is being converted into an ice rink in the winter months
Ice depth in all skating areas must be a minimum of 3 inches; due to the
slopes of the pad for drainage purposes, ice depths will vary
Skate rentals should be provided in close proximity to the rink
Money collected from rentals will go to the parks department for maintenance
The Robinson Park design should preserve as many existing, mature trees as
possible
Additional interpretive signage may be necessary to inform users of park safety

Maintenance/Life Expectancy

•
•
•

Water systems will need to be
monitored regularly to ensure
they are working properly
Drains should be inspected
regularly for any obstructive
debris
Depending on the type of
surface selected for the splash
pad (e.g., concrete or pouredin-place rubber), the surface
should be inspected regularly
to ensure overall safety and
functionality of the pad

•

The ice will need to be
resurfaced at least daily to
ensure optimum skating
conditions

•

The park should be maintained
weekly to clean trash
receptacle, restrooms, and
shower areas

Table 5.1 Robinson Park Design Guidelines
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Chapter 6: Parking Analysis

•
•
•
•
•

How much parking is currently available?
Is parking convenient and attractive to patrons?
Is there enough parking for the number of visitors to the area?
How much parking is needed for current and future businesses?
How can parking be improved?

100 West

Main Street

One alternative was to further develop an existing, one block parking
lot located south of Main Street, between 100 West and Center
Street (See Figure 6.1). A concept was developed to create better
flow and connectivity between side streets and Main Street (See
Figures 6.2 and 6.3). This area could be improved significantly by
aligning parking stalls and drive lanes, introducing paving materials
other than asphalt to differentiate pedestrian crossings, and adding
landscape islands with trees, shrubs, and grasses to increase shade
and visual interest. The City does not own the property and would
need to coordinate with the property owners to make improvements.

200 East

By conducting a parking study, the City would be able to determine
where and how much parking is needed in the downtown core.
Local parking studies are designed to answer questions such as the
following:

Alternative parking options, in addition to the on-street parking on
Main Street, were examined as part of the Main Street Vision Phase II.
The City wanted to provide additional parking outside of Main Street
due to insufficient on-street parking.

100 East

The ability to park a block off of Main Street and still have easy access
to Main Street businesses and shops will help to ensure activity
increases in American Fork’s downtown core area. With the loss of
some on-street parking due to the creation of landscape bump outs,
the efficiency of other nearby parking areas should be improved.

Center Street

Parking Analysis

Figure 6.1 The current parking area on the south side of Main Street is a prime location to improve off-street parking. Other locations between Main Street and 100 North
should be evaluated as the area evolves.
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1

4

Identify poorly functioning parking areas that can be improved

Introduce plant materials to provide shade and visual interest

2

3

Create connections and align stalls and drive lanes

Introduce different hardscape materials to improve way finding

Figure 6.2 Improving off-street parking that is close to Main Street will require following a process of identifying poorly functioning areas, improving connectivity between parking
areas and way finding, and adding landscape and hardscape elements.
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Center Street

100 West

Main Street

Figure 6.3 With the limited number of parking stalls on Main Street, American Fork may need to consider other off-street options such as shown above. Incorporating the same
landscape and hardscape elements will be important to connecting off-street parking with Main Street.
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Design Guidelines

Off-street parking provides parking for Main Street patrons so long
as the areas are connected to downtown. Landscape, hardscape
elements, and lighting should be incorporated into the off-street
Feature

•

Parking

•
•
•
•

parking areas so they tie into the proposed downtown corridor. Any
future off-street parking options should also incorporate the same
design concepts and standards (See Table 6.1).

Guidelines
Parking areas outside of Main Street should reflect similar design
elements to the proposed Vision
Main Street should be easily accessible by parking areas
Parking areas should be landscaped to create higher levels of
comfort for those wanting to park and walk to Main Street
Landscape islands will create interest and reduce heat
absorption
If possible, large expanses of asphalt should be divided by
different paving materials

•
•
•

Maintenance/Life Expectancy
Asphalt may need to be resurfaced every
10 years depending on weather conditions,
asphalt depth, and roadway use
Irrigation should be checked at least yearly to
ensure lines are working properly and plants
are getting proper amounts of water
Before temperatures drop below 32 degrees
Fahrenheit, irrigation systems will need to be
cleared of water

Table 6.1 Parking Design Guidelines
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Chapter 7: Public Outreach
Advisory Team Meetings
Overview

Project Engineering Consultants (PEC), the Utah Department of
Transportation (UDOT), and American Fork City (City) met in early
August to kick off the Main Street Vision Phase II project. The group
discussed the City’s first vision study that was conducted in 2010
and proposed a transit-oriented Main Street and 100 North with
more trees, landscaping, and raised medians. The initial vision
study primarily involved area businesses. These businesses formed
a downtown alliance to generate funds for the improvements that
would be matched by the City. However, the City did not have the
necessary funds, and the Vision was shelved until 2015.

Figure 7.1 City staff, business owners, UDOT, MAG, and community volunteers met in
advisory committee meetings to review and develop a unified vision for Main Street.

During the kick-off meeting for the Main Street Vision Phase II, City
staff expressed their desire to develop a vision for Main Street that
created a sense of place, where aesthetic treatments were balanced
with moving traffic and where businesses could thrive. Staff also
wanted to broaden the public involvement effort for the new vision
study. A 13 person advisory committee, including the original
downtown alliance, the City staff and council, the Mountainland
Association of Governments (MAG), UDOT, and volunteers from the
planning commission and the beautification committee, was created
to ensure these elements were incorporated into the Vision (See
Figure 7.1).
The advisory committee met every three to four weeks from
September through October with the goal of working through PEC’s
conceptual vision and coming to a consensus of the elements to
present to the mayor and City council.
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Meetings

August 26, 2015 Meeting

The group reviewed elements of the original proposal and PEC’s concept, which included
a Victorian theme based on some of the downtown buildings that were constructed during
the late 1800s, such as the Bank of American Fork and the Alpine Tabernacle. The original
proposal included raised, landscaped medians and a substantial amount of landscaping.
UDOT would not allow raised medians or concrete and pavers for the crosswalks on Main
Street due to the likelihood of these inhibiting road maintenance and snow removal. UDOT
was open to the addition of side treatments so long as the City would commit the resources
necessary to maintain the landscaping.
Even though the study area was limited to Main Street from 500 East to 500 West, the
committee identified a core business area between 200 West and 200 East where Main Street
and US-89 diverge that needed additional landscaping and side treatments:
•

Planters at street corners and on sidewalks

•

Pavers for the parking areas

•

Street lamps with hanging flower baskets and banners

•

Clock towers as gateways into the downtown area

•

Mid-block crosswalks (pending Federal Highway Administration [FHWA] approval)

The areas outside the core area would be transitional zones that would need more trees,
additional landscaping, and street lights.
The committee discussed the possibility of enhancing Robinson Park to encourage more
downtown visitation. The committee believed that adding a splash pad to Robinson Park would
bring more families into downtown in the summer and possibly during the winter if the pad
could be converted to an ice rink. The group also proposed creating a redevelopment agency
to bring businesses to Main Street that invite people to linger on Main Street.
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September 23, 2015 Meeting

This meeting focused primarily on creating a more simple design by changing the Victorian
theme to a Colonial theme. The committee refined concepts of bike lanes, on-street parking,
landscaping, hardscape elements, and the clock towers. PEC presented the option of
implementing shared lane markings from 200 East to 200 West. Committee members expressed
some concern about adding bike traffic to Main Street considering the high traffic volume.
The impact of landscaping on parking was also discussed. The additional landscaping
treatments at the intersections and along the sidewalks would reduce the number of available
on-street parking stalls from 96 to 70. The parking areas would be wider at 9 feet.
Other items discussed included adding hanging baskets and banners to street lighting and
hardscape treatments and placing pergolas in front of the City offices, Tangies Cafe, and the
small park between Christensen’s and Lenny’s Guns and Ammo. Park style benches and
fencing were proposed for the planter areas at each intersection.
Clock towers were proposed at three locations: 450 West, 200 East, and 100 North. Two
towers would be placed at each location on opposite sides of the road. The committee
reviewed two different concepts: one would allow pedestrians to walk through archways under
each tower; and the other would place the tower adjacent to the sidewalk.

November 4, 2015 Meeting

The final meeting was held on November 4, 2015 after the public open house. The committee
discussed establishing an implementation team responsible for prioritizing which elements to
include with UDOT’s upcoming road projects and developing a strategy to obtain funding.

Concept Presentation, November 4, 2015

On November 4, 2015, PEC presented the concepts developed in concert with the advisory
committee to a joint session of the American Fork City Council and Planning Commission.
Council members embraced several concepts with some mixed responses regarding the
shared lane markings on Main Street. No decisions were made at this meeting. All meeting
summaries and attendance rosters are available in Appendix C: Public Involvement Materials.
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Public Open House

To increase stakeholder engagement in the development of the Main Street Vision, PEC held
one public open house on October 21, 2015 (See Figure 7.2).
PEC developed a four-pronged communication strategy providing various opportunities for
residents and business owners in American Fork to review the materials and comment on the
proposed vision.

Figure 7.2 More than 60 people attended the open house to review the materials and give feedback to the project team.
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Newsletter/Website

Working with the City public relations director,
PEC drafted an article for the City newsletter
that was distributed to all 30,000 residents and
businesses in American Fork during the first
week of October 2015. The information included
a brief synopsis of the study and encouraged
the public to attend the meeting and provide
comments on the study proposals.
A project information page was created on
the City website announcing the date, time,
and location of the meeting and provided key
concepts of the vision with a place for residents
to review the proposals and give feedback. (See
Figures 7.3 and 7.4).

Top to Bottom: Figure 7.3 Information about the vision study was posted to the website for American
Fork residents to review and provide comments on the proposed changes. Figure 7.4 Residents received
a newsletter in their monthly utility billings.
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Fliers & Public Notices

City staff distributed open house fliers to the businesses along Main Street one week prior to
the meeting to remind business owners of the upcoming open house (See Figure 7.5).
On October 20, 2015, The Daily Herald ran a news story that discussed the goals and
objectives of the vision plan and encouraged the public to attend the meeting (See Figure 7.6).

Public Notice

OPEN HOUSE FOR PROPOSED
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN

T

he City of American Fork, in cooperation
with the Utah Department of Transportation
(UDOT) and Mountainland Association of
Governments (MAG), is currently completing the
second phase of a study for improvements along
Main Street, from 200 East to 200 West. The intent
of the study is to identify ways of improving Main
Street to promote a friendly environment for patrons
and businesses. Pedestrian and bicycle safety are a
large concern of the proposed improvements. Other
proposed elements include improved street lighting,
planters at intersections, and other hardscape or
building features.

Center Street

Tangies

Comp.

Left to Right: Figure 7.5 In addition to sending residents information about the
vision plan in the City’s monthly newsletter, a flier was created and delivered to the business
Rehab
Area
businesses
residents
encouraged tactics
to
owners
within
the studyand
area.
Multiple are
communication
were used to inform and involve business owners and residents. Figure 7.6 To increase awareness of the public
meeting,
American
Fork
worked
Theproposed
Daily Herald
to run a story about the open house in the local paper and online .
attend
an open
house
to with
review
concepts
Bank
Bike Peddler
and provide feedback for the project team.
of
American Fork

Date:
Time:

October 21, 2015
6 to 8 p.m.
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Comments

Approximately 60 people attended the open house with 20 of them providing written
comments (See Table 6.1). Many of the comments were positive. However, some residents
and business owners expressed concern regarding the cost of the clock towers and the
overall costs of changing Main Street. Some business owners were concerned about
losing on-street parking. Comments were mixed regarding whether bike lanes should be
incorporated into the downtown area of Main Street. All comments and open house materials
are available in Appendix C: Public Involvement Materials.
Number of
Comments
4
5
4
9
2
6
10
4
2

Topic

Comment Descriptions

Dependency on local businesses for beautification is risky; Main Street business are not the type that
Cost
create large demand; Concerned about cost overruns, put vision to a vote; How much will it cost?;
and, who is going to pay for it?
Green paint for sharrow seems distracting; Bike lanes need to be marketed logically; Too much traffic
Bike Lanes
on Main Street; Move bike lanes to 100 North or 100 South; and, bike lanes decrease traffic capacity.
Like the 24-foot tall lights; Direct light down; Less light pollution; and, like the options to hang banners
Lighting
and flower pots.
Like clock towers; Number of towers may be excessive; Like option A with no banners over Main
Gateway
Street; Monument clock towers are awesome; Waste of money, everyone has a watch; Reduce size;
Towers
and, money may be better spent elsewhere.
Parking
Don’t like losing 23 stalls; and, will need rear entrances to businesses if parking is behind buildings.
Trees are expensive and not well maintained; Broader shade trees, wider park strips; Sweet Gum trees
Landscape
need to be constantly fed iron; Love the trees; and, more trees for shade.
Robinson
Like concept #2; Move play area away from Main Street; Fence play area to protect kids; Keep
Park
playground near library; and, put splash pad in Rotary Park or a different location.
AF River culvert needs to be repaired to accommodate new traffic pattern; and, redo 200 East/State
200 East
Street to match Main Street proposal.
Roadway
Concerned about lane widths, wants raised median; and, likes roadway design on Main Street.
A total of 20 people submitted comments at the October 21, 2015 open house.

Table 6.1 Summary of comments submitted at the open house
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Chapter 8: Cost and Implementation Plan
Overall Cost

The estimated total cost to build all of the designed improvements
along the Main Street corridor and 100 East as outlined in the Main
Street Vision Phase II is $2,405,554 (2016 dollars).
Ideally, building improvements would occur at the same time to
potentially save American Fork money due to inflation over the long
term. However, we recognize the budgeting requirements in American
Fork and the need to prioritize the elements that should be built first.
We have separated the various costs for the design elements
throughout Main Street to assist the City in identifying what to
build first. For a detailed breakdown of costs see Appendix B. The
approximate cost for the Main Street corridor project, from 500 East
to 500 West, is broken into four key areas:
Area 1: The Main Street downtown core from 200 West to 200 East
Approximate cost = $1,528,409

Priority of Improvements

First Priority: Most of the focus throughout the concept
development process was spent on the downtown core area from
200 West to 200 East. For this reason, the highest priority should be
given to the construction of this area. Most businesses are located in
this area and will reap the most benefit from an improved streetscape.
It is in the best interest of the City that these four key blocks from
200 West to 200 East provide a catalyst for the development of the
remainder of the Main Street corridor.
Second Priority: Transition areas to the west and east as well as
improvements along 100 East to 100 North are a secondary priority.
Little to no improvement, such as lighting and some light landscaping,
will be done in this area. Existing parkstrips in transition areas will
remain as turf. Roadway improvements will include new striping but
no new paving materials.

Area 2: Transition Zone West (500 West to 200 West)
Approximate cost = $268,500
Area 3: Transition Zone East (200 West to 500 East)
Approximate cost = $192,000
Area 4: 100 East (Main Street to 100 North)
Approximate cost = $416,645
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Construction Schedule

To create the Main Street Vision Phase II, a full reconstruction of Main Street will be required.
First, the existing sewer and water lines should be replaced or upgraded. This may be
accomplished with pipe-bursting (trenchless technology) or through open trenching. It is key
to replace the utilities first. Once the roadway work is completed, UDOT will place a sevenyear moratorium on roadway cuts in the asphalt. Following the utility replacements, curb and
gutter along with storm drainage improvements will be necessary. This would include the
installation of Low Impact Development (LID) best management practices (BMPs), such as
curb cuts, to develop rain gardens in the landscape areas. Additionally, this would be the best
time to install lighting and irrigation conduits. Once these are done, the new sidewalks with
sitting walls and planters could be constructed. Finally, Main Street would be repaved as part
of the UDOT project. This would finalize the Main Street improvements with a fresh driving
surface, consistent parking widths and sidewalk widths, and clear traffic striping.
If at all possible, constructing the improvements together is ideal to reduce costs. One
example of cost saving measures would be in traffic control. Traffic control during construction
is a variable not included in the cost estimating figures provided. By combining the
improvement schedules, traffic control costs could be reduced dramatically. Overall, there
are many advantages to combining the construction schedule, such as reduced costs, less
impact to the traveling public, and quicker economic development in the downtown area.

American Fork Main Street Vision Phase II Construction Schedule
2016

2017

Replace Main Street Sewer
& Water Lines
Replace Curb & Gutter, Patch
Sidewalks, Install Lights
Prepare Streetscape Design
Add to UDOT Road Project

2018

2019

2020

UDOT Construction (Repave Main Street)
Install Landscape Features
& Street Art
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Funding Options

Various funding options through many sources are available for the fulfillment of the proposed
improvements for the American Fork Main Street Vision Phase II. A few funding programs are
listed below. However, these are merely suggestions for potential funding sources, and the list
is not exhaustive. To prevent wasted efforts in seeking funding, discussions with the funding
agencies will be necessary before starting the application process.

TIGER

Funding Websites
TIGER: https://www.
transportation.gov/tiger
MAG: https://www.
mountainland.org/
HUD Main Street Grants:
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/
HUD?src=/program_offices/
public_indian_housing/programs/
ph/hope6/grants/mainstreet

Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) is a supplementary
discretionary grant program that was included in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009. With $1.5 billion available for a National Surface Transportation System, the money
is awarded on a competitive basis for surface transportation projects. Investment in these
types of projects helps with job creation. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation,
Applicants who are eligible to receive funding for surface transportation projects include:

•

State and local governments, including U.S. territories and regional tribal councils

•

Transit agencies

•

Port authorities

•

Metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs)

•

Multi-state or multi-jurisdictional applicants

TIGER 2015: More than 600 applicants requested $9.8 billion worth of projects; the projects
included road projects, transit projects, rail projects, and port and bicycle and pedestrian
projects.
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MAG

Mountainland Association of Governments (MAG) is an association
of government agencies that serves Summit, Utah, and Wasatch
counties by providing community and business development, regional
planning, and senior resources and services. MAG accesses funding
from several sources, including sales tax revenue and transportation
(gas tax) revenue.

HUD Main Street Grants

Figure 8.1 Springville received funding through MAG to modify Main Street to
revitalize the downtown area.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Main Street program seeks to rejuvenate older, downtown business
districts while retaining the area’s traditional and historic character. The
Main Street program assists smaller communities in the development
of affordable housing that is undertaken in connection with a Main
Street revitalization effort. For example, obsolete commercial offices or
buildings can be reconfigured into rent producing affordable housing.
Only units of general local government are eligible to apply. The primary
eligibility requirements are that the applicant

•

Be a local government (subdivision of a state or territory);

•

Have a population of 50,000 or less within its jurisdiction; and

•

Have 100 or fewer physical public housing units within its
jurisdiction.
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Design Materials

landscapeonline.com
Figure 1. Combination of different pavers styles and
colored concrete bands add interest to the sidewalk.

Figure 2. Pavers band the concrete.

gandhitraders.com
Figure 4. This photo shows a herringbone design
with interlocking pavers.

belgard.com/products/pavers
Figure 7. Dublin Cobble, an elegant stone with timeworn edges, could be used in the sidewalk areas.

pavestone.com
Figure 3. Interlocking cobble style pavers with
tumbled edges and varying colors add interest.

multiseal.net
Figure 5. Regularly spaced curb cuts allow storm
water to be harvested into landscape bed areas.

belgard.com/products/pavers
Figure 8. Holland Stone is one option for parking
areas that can be used in an array of patterns.

Figure 6. Colored and stamped asphalt used for
on-street parking areas offer a visual delineation from
the main roadway traffic. A 1-inch band of painted
white concrete creates a clean break between
stamped and standard asphalt and also allows
for easier repair to either side if major repairs are
necessary.

historicbuildingsct.com
Figure 9. Large clock towers provide
iconic skylines to major entry and exit
points.

historicbuildingsct.com
Figure 10. An example of a clock
tower and the striking architecture.

greenworkspc.com
Figure 11. Example of an existing
structure in Draper, Utah where
pedestrians pass under.

Figure 12. Landscape fencing is often
used to further define planted areas.

activerain.com
Figure 13. This area in downtown Ogden shows hanging planters.

Figure 14. Landscape grasses
and shrubs provide color and
texture to planter areas and will
soften the hardscape of the
streetscape.

Rose

Feather Reed Grass

Sweetgum leaves

Fountain Grasses

Salvia

Day Lily

Boxwood

Aster

Phlox

Spirea

installdirect.com
Figure 15. Gas fire pits surrounding the proposed ice rink
and splash pad area will offer users a place to warm up in
the winter months.

portarinxandbambini.com
Figure 17. Smaller zamboni machine could be used to
ensure proper ice skating conditions.

lakesidebrooklyn.com
Figure 16. Splash pad areas attract people in the hot
summer months and can also function as ice rinks when
flooded in the winter time, providing year round use.

sourcethestation.com
Figure 18. An ice skating rink would attract many people to
the downtown area.

APPENDIX B
Cost Summaries

Cost Estimate—Downtown Core (200 West to 200 East)
Materials
Curb and gutter (materials and labor)
Sidewalk (concrete and labor)
Sidewalk (interlocking pavers with labor)
Walls (18" tall CMU walls)
Walls (stone or rock veneer)
Wall footings
# 5 Rebar (walls)
Asphalt Paving (stamping)
On Street Parking (interlocking pavers with labor)
Paint for bike lanes

Units
Linear ft.
Sq. ft.
Sq. ft.
Face ft.
Face ft.
Cu. Yard
Linear ft.
Sq. ft.
Sq. ft.
Gallons

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Cost/Unit
30.00
6.00
10.00
10.00
13.00
120.00
0.70
3.00
10.00
50.00

Quantity
6850
20,322
13,548
745
1490
20
1500
10,073
25485
90.96

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
205,500.00
121,932.00
135,480.00
7,450.00
19,370.00
2,400.00
1,050.00
30,219.00
254,850.00
4,548.00
782,799.00

Units
each
each
each
Cu. yard
Linear ft.
lump sum/zones

$
$
$
$
$
$

Cost/Unit
25.00
15.00
250.00
25.00
10.00
2,000.00

Qauntity
770
400
75
230
506
30

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
19,250.00
6,000.00
18,750.00
5,750.00
5,060.00
60,000.00
114,810.00

Units
each
each

$
$

Cost/Unit
4,500.00
3,800.00

Quantity
34
68

$
$
$

Total Cost
153,000.00
258,400.00
411,400.00

Units
each
each
each
each
each
each

$
$
$
$
$
$

Cost/Unit
800.00
100.00
20,000.00
100.00
350.00
5,000.00

Quantity
30
50
3
34
20
4

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
24,000.00
5,000.00
60,000.00
3,400.00
7,000.00
20,000.00
119,400.00

Units
each

$
$

50,000.00
50,000.00

$
$

Total Cost
100,000.00
100,000.00

TOTAL COST $

1,528,409.00

TOTAL
Landscape
Shrubs
Grasses
Trees (2" caliper)
Bed area (rock)
Landscape Fencing (18" tall)
Irrigation
TOTAL
Lighting
24 ft pole
18 ft pole
TOTAL
Site Furnishings
Benches
Pots
Pergolas
Banners
Trash Receptacles
Art Pieces
TOTAL
Gateway Towers
TOTAL

2
2

Cost Estimate—Transition West
Landscape
Trees (2" caliper)
Irrigation
TOTAL

Units
each
lump sum/zones

$
$

Cost/unit
250.00
2,000.00

Quantity
30
20

Units
each

$

Cost/Unit
4,500.00

Quantity
25

Lighting
24 ft pole
TOTAL
Site Furnishings

Units
Pots
Banners
Trash Receptacles
Benches
TOTAL

Gateway Towers

each
each
each
each

Units
each
TOTAL

Cost/Unit
$
$
$
$

$

100.00
100.00
350.00
800.00

Cost/Unit
50,000.00

$
$
$

Total Cost
7,500.00
40,000.00
47,500.00

$
$

Total Cost
112,500.00
112,500.00

$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
2,500.00
2,500.00
3,500.00
8,000.00
8,500.00

$
$

Total Cost
100,000.00
100,000.00

TOTAL COST $

268,500.00

Quantity
25
25
10
10

Quanity
2

Cost Estimate—Transition East
Landscape
Trees (2" caliper)
Irrigation
TOTAL

Units
each
lump sum/zones

$
$

Cost/unit
250.00
2,000.00

Quantity
30
20

Units
each

$

Cost/Unit
4,500.00

Quantity
30

Lighting
24 ft pole
TOTAL
Site Furnishings

Units
Pots
Banners
Trash Receptacles
Benches
TOTAL

each
each
each
each

Cost/Unit
$
$
$
$

100.00
100.00
350.00
800.00

$
$
$

Total Cost
7,500.00
40,000.00
47,500.00

$
$

Total Cost
135,000.00
135,000.00

$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
3,000.00
3,000.00
3,500.00
8,000.00
9,500.00

TOTAL COST $

192,000.00

Quantity
30
30
10
10

Cost Estimate—100 East (Main Street to 100 North)
Materials
Curb and gutter (materials and labor)
Sidewalk (concrete and labor)
Sidewalk (interlocking pavers with labor)
Walls (42" tall CMU walls)
Walls (stone or rock veneer)
Wall footings
# 5 Rebar (walls)
Asphalt Paving (stamping)

Units
Linear ft.
Sq. ft.
Sq. ft.
Face ft.
Face ft.
Cu. Yard
Linear ft.
Sq. ft.

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Cost/unit
30.00
6.00
10.00
10.00
13.00
120.00
0.70
3.00

Quantity
1787
9,432
6,288
1250
1250
12
1249
4,833

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
53,610.00
56,592.00
62,880.00
12,500.00
16,250.00
1,440.00
874.30
14,499.00
218,645.30

Units
each
lump sum/zones

$
$

Cost/unit
250.00
2,000.00

Quantity
30
20

$
$
$

Total Cost
7,500.00
40,000.00
47,500.00

Units
each

$

Cost/Unit
4,500.00

Quantity
10

$
$

Total Cost
45,000.00
45,000.00

$
$
$
$
$

Total Cost
1,000.00
1,000.00
3,500.00
8,000.00
5,500.00

$
$

Total Cost
100,000.00
100,000.00

TOTAL COST $

416,645.30

TOTAL
Landscape
Trees (2" caliper)
Irrigation
TOTAL
Lighting
24 ft pole
TOTAL
Site Furnishings

Units
Pots
Banners
Trash Receptacles
Benches
TOTAL

Gateway Towers

each
each
each
each

Units
each
TOTAL

Cost/Unit
$
$
$
$

$

100.00
100.00
350.00
800.00

Cost/Unit
50,000.00

Quantity
10
10
10
10

Quanity
2
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Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
26 August 2015

American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
Project No.:
PIN:
Date:
Time:
Location:

15-092

August 26, 2015
3:00 PM
American Fork Administration Conference Room

Meeting Summary
I.

Attendance

II. Review of Original Vision and Phase II

III. UDOT Constraints

1

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
26 August 2015

IV. Brainstorm Design Elements

2

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
26 August 2015

V. Next Meeting

3

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
23 September 2015

American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
Project No.:
PIN:
Date:
Time:
Location:

15-092

September 23, 2015
3:00 PM
American Fork Administration Conference Room

Meeting Summary
I.

Attendance

II. Typical Section Review

1

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
23 September 2015

III. Landscaping/Hardscape Treatments

2

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
23 September 2015

IV. Transition Zones

V. Next Meeting

3

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
28 October 2015

American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
Project No.:
PIN:
Date:
Time:
Location:

15-092

October 7, 2015
3:00 PM
American Fork Administration Conference Room

Meeting Summary
I.

Attendance

II. Core Section Review

1

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
28 October 2015

III. Landscaping/Hardscape Treatments

2

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
28 October 2015

IV. Robinson Park

V. Transition Zones

3

Meeting Summary
American Fork Main Street Vision II Plan
28 October 2015

VI. Public Meeting

VII. Next Meeting

4

Public Notice

Open HOuse fOr prOpOsed
Main street VisiOn plan

T

he City of American Fork, in cooperation
with the Utah Department of Transportation
(UDOT) and Mountainland Association of
Governments (MAG), is currently completing the
second phase of a study for improvements along
Main Street, from 200 East to 200 West. The intent
of the study is to identify ways of improving Main
Street to promote a friendly environment for patrons
and businesses. Pedestrian and bicycle safety are a
large concern of the proposed improvements. Other
proposed elements include improved street lighting,
planters at intersections, and other hardscape or
building features.
Area businesses and residents are encouraged to
attend an open house to review proposed concepts
and provide feedback for the project team.

Date:
Time:
Location:

Center Street

Tangies

Comp.
Rehab

Bike Peddler

Bank
of
American Fork

October 21, 2015
6 to 8 p.m.
American Fork Senior
Center, 54 E. Main Street

Church Street

The study is scheduled to be completed by the end
of November 2015.
For updates, visit:
Web: www.afcity.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/americanforkAFC
Twitter: @AmericanForkAFC

American Fork
City Offices

phone: (801) 763-3000

| Web: afcity.org

Conceptual Elements

AmericAn Fork ProPosed
mAin street Vision PlAn

T

he City of American Fork, in cooperation
with the Utah Department of Transportation
(UDOT) and Mountainland Association of
Governments (MAG), is currently completing the
second phase of a study for improvements along
Main Street, from 500 East to 500 West. The intent
of the study is to identify ways of improving Main
Street to promote a friendly environment for patrons
and businesses. Pedestrian and bicycle safety are a
large concern of the proposed improvements.

Center Street

Tangies

Comp.
Rehab

Bike Peddler

Bank
of
American Fork

Street corners would be landscaped to provide a
comfortable, pedestrian-friendly feel.
Church Street

The study is scheduled to be completed by the end
of November 2015.
For more information, visit:
Web: www.afcity.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/americanforkAFC
Twitter: @AmericanForkAFC

American Fork
City Offices

phone: (801) 763-3000

| Web: afcity.org

Conceptual Elements
Street Lighting

Clock Towers

phone: (801) 763-3000

| Web: afcity.org

